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Name of the course Field of study and its | Faculty
code
Paradigms in the History of Print | Communication and Communication
Media information S 008
Study method Number of credits | Study method Number of
ECTS credits ECTS
Lectures Consultations 2 ECTS
Individual work 5ECTS Seminars

Course abstract

Course content

Research models of history of print media. Edmond Werdet and his Histoire du livre.
Textological analytical works of representatives of the New School of Bibliography. The
concept of analytical, descriptive, historic bibliography in English-speaking countries.
Statistical Ronald Barker research. Donald Francis McKenzie’s text sociology. The French
Annales school and historic sociological book studies of Lucien Febvre, Henri-Jean Martin, and
Roger Chartier. Walter Ong and Marshall McLuhan, and their simplified concept of the
development of means of communication in the Western civilisation (the history of human
communication). FElisabeth FEisenstein’s typographical fixity and Robert Darnton’s
communications circuit. The criticism of Darnton’s model in the works of Thomas Adams,
Nicolas Barker, Peter McDonald, and James Secord. Biobibliographic communication circuit.
Gérard Genette’s paratexts and Jerome McGann'’s socialisation of texts. Harold Love’s print
culture. Ezra Greenspan and Jonahtan Rose’s book history as a history of written
communication. Roland Barthes and Michel Foucault’s research on authorship and author’s
relation with a text. Pierre Bourdieu’s literary field and press culture studies of the first half of
the 19-20th c. Reading and book history. Wolfgang Iser’s reading model. Leslie Howsam’s
concept of book history. Roger Fidler’s concept of mediamorphosis. Provisions of historical
research of the book in Central and East Europe at the second half of the 20th c.— early 21th c.
Herbert Grundmann, Horst Kunze, Paul Raabe (Germany), Svend Dahl (Denmark), Maté
Kovacs (Hungary), Kazimierz Piekarski, Jan Muszkowski (Poland), Aaron Czerniak, Vasily
Kharlamov, Sergey Lupov, Evgeny Nemirovsky, Vladimir Vasiljev’s (Russia) theoretical
summaries on book history and book culture. National book history models in Lithuania and
Baltic region in 19-20th c.

Eurocentric research problems of text and print media history/written communication history.
Orality and literacy. The development in form and content of a manuscript book in ancient East
and West civilisations. Media culture in Europe in the Middle Ages. The Gutenberg revolution.
Early information society. The rise of print media in the Baltic States. The formation of the
print media culture and changes in a society in Europe and North America in 16-19th c.
Professionalisation of print media publishing, industrialisation of production, market
globalisation and changes in society in industrial society. The birth and development of
technical media. Books and bits. Contemporary texts, their production technologies, ways and
means of dissemination. Global market of print media. Producers and consumers.
Universalisation of media at the end of the 20th c. — beginning of the 21st c. Research directions
of national and transnational print media culture.

Research instruments of print media history (bibliographic, typographic, provenient, functional,
archival, etc. methods) and features of their application in digital humanities. Periodisation and
chronology.




Study method

Individual consultations with course lecturers.

Individual studies of scientific literature and preparation of scientific paper according to the
questions prepared by course lecturers and by taking into account the problems discussed in the
doctoral thesis.

Evaluation and examination methods: oral and written exam, intermediate examination — a
scientific paper (30,000—40,000 characters) on agreed topic which reflects the problems
discussed in the doctoral thesis. Oral discussion on the basis of scientific paper.
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