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Course abstract

Theories and research methodologies of political communication is an optional course of
doctoral studies in Communication and Information sciences during which PhD students
analyse theoretical concepts and forms of contemporary and classical political communication;
explore the cases and trends of political communication; analyse the most common methods
applied in political communication research.

Course aims:

- to analyse and discuss theoretical concepts of contemporary and classical political
communication and their development; critically assess participants in the process of political
communication; analyse the forms and channels of communication;

- to develop critical and analytical skills of PhD students in evaluating and analysing the trends
and cases in political communication by applying the theory and research methods of political
communication.

Course content:
1. Concepts and forms of political communication; mediatised  policy
communication (communication of mediatised policy).
2. Political communication of state institutions, political parties, politicians, citizens, and
popular persons;
3. Definition of political advertising in the Electoral Code, public relations, election
campaigns, political information in media;
Political propaganda and its forms;
Media’s role in political communication and its impact on audience;
The role of social networks in political communication;
Soft forms of political communication;
Relation of political communication with democracy;
Ethics in political communication;
10 Main theories and theorists of contemporary political communication;
11. Most popular methods in political communication research.

©CoNo A

Study methods:
1. Individual consultations with course lecturers.
2. Individual studies of scientific literature and preparation of a scientific paper according
to the questions prepared by course lecturers.




Evaluation methods:

1. A scientific paper (30,000-40,000 characters) on the basis of questions formed by
course lecturers. The themes of the scientific paper are adjusted according to a PhD
student’s scientific interests.

2. An oral discussion on the basis of the scientific paper.

NOTE: The list of study literature is compiled by course consulting lecturers for each PhD
student individually according to the topic of their doctoral thesis.
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