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Name of the course Field of study and 

its code 

Faculty 

Research Methodology  Communication 

and information S 

008 

Communication  

 

Study method Number of credits 

ECTS 

Study method Number of 

credits ECTS 

Lectures  Consultations 2 ECTS 

Individual work 6,5 ECTS Seminars 0,5 ECTS 

 

Course abstract 

Course aim is to develop the ability of PhD students to raise and substantiate the problems of 

communication and information field scientific research, develop scientific research methods 

based on scientific arguments and theoretical knowledge to solve the problems.  

  

Course content  

Course object, tasks, study methods, literature. The concept and system of science. 

Communication and information sciences. Aims and functions of a scientific paper. The concept 

of scientific knowledge methodology. The relation between methodology and methods. The 

process of scientific research. Research methods. Quantitative and qualitative research. Features 

and strategies of qualitative research. Research methods in Humanities. Historiography. 

Evaluation methods of historiographic paper. Sources of historiographic research and source 

study. Criteria and principles of classification of sources. Main types of sources. Explanation of 

sources and their scientific research. Palaeography. Textology. Establishment of authorship 

(attribution), emergence, time, place and conditions of sources. Archeography. Methods of work 

with sources. Method of periodisation. Social sciences research methods: Experimental 

methods, reviews, case (case studies), ethnography, delphi studies, action research, historical 

research, etc. Instruments of data collection: interview, questionnaires, monitoring, diaries, 

group interview, testing. Methods of data analysis and presentation. Phenomenography of a 

qualitative analysis method, ethnographic methods, discourse and narrative analysis, 

comparative analysis. Methods of introduction and representation of qualitative data. Methods 

of quantitative analysis. Representation of quantitative data. Software for scientific data 

analysis. Forecasting and its methods. Interrelation of knowledge methods. Criteria for 

assessment of scientific research. Scientific research programme and process. Research 

principles. Formulation of scientific problem, scientific paper object, aim and tasks. Search of 

literature. Study, assessment and critical analysis of literature. Collection, compilation, analysis 

and processing of data. Formation of a theoretical background. The relevance of hypotheses in 

scientific research. The relevance and methods of sampling. Methodological requirements for 

the main parts of a scientific paper. Main methodological requirements for scientific output. 

Preparation of a scientific paper report. The structure of a scientific research report. Scientific 

paper design. Academic, scientific language. Methods of compiling the list of bibliographic 

references. Doctoral thesis as a type of scientific work. Scholarly person and their features. 

Scientific work ethics.   

  

Evaluation strategy  

The knowledge and skills of scientific research methods are assessed by preparing and 

defending a written paper Dissertation research methods and answering a theoretical question 



during the examination. Evaluation of an answer to the theoretical question constitutes 40 per 

cent of the final score, evaluation of intermediate examinations in seminars ‒ 20 per cent of the 

final score, and evaluation of the submitted written paper ‒ 40 per cent of the final score. A 

written paper is prepared in three stages, two of which are intermediate examinations; and the 

third one is a final examination.  

 

Course literature 

BERGER, Arthur Asa. Media and communication research methods: an introduction to 

qualitative and quantitative approaches. Los Angeles: SAGE, 2014. 

BITINAS, Bronislavas; RUPŠIENĖ, Liudmila; ŽYŽIŪNAITĖ, Vilma. Kokybinių tyrimų 
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mokslai : vadovėlis (6-asis patais. ir papild. leid.). Vilnius: Mokslo ir enciklopedijų leidybos 

centras, 2017. 487 p.  ISBN 9785420017715. 

LUOBIKIENĖ, Irena. Sociologinių tyrimų metodika. Kaunas: Technologija, 2011. 103 p. ISBN 

9789955258032.  

OLIVER, Paul. Succeeding with your literature review: a handbook for students. Maidenhead: 

Open University Press. 2012. Prieinamas per VU virtualią biblioteką: 

http://web.a.ebscohost.com/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=2c68fb6c-9e8f-4583-9722-

c8feacc5389e%40sdc-v-
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consulting lecturer rank 
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10.47989/irisic2005. 
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organisations. Vol. 4: Structures, models and 

technology / Edited by Alkis Thrassou, 

Demetris Vrontis, Leonidas Efthymiou, 

Yaakov Weber, S. M. Riad Shams, Evangelos 

Tsoukatos. Cham: Palgrave Macmillan, 2024, 

chapter 6. ISBN 9783031625374. eISBN 

9783031625381. p. 123-148. (Palgrave studies 
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MATKEVIČIENĖ, Renata; MATICHESCU, 
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iss. 3, p. [1–25]. DOI: 

10.1177/21582440231187367. 

  GEDUTIS, Aldis; KIRTIKLIS, Kęstas; 

KRANIAUSKAS, Liutauras. Book publishing 

patterns in social sciences and humanities in 
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