COURSE SYLLABUS FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES

Name of the course Field of study and its Faculty
code
Theory of book studies Communication and Communication
information S 008
Study method Number of credits Study method Number of credits
Lectures Consultations 2 ECTS
Individual work 5ECTS Seminars

Course abstract

The object and main categories of book studies as a science on books and book publishing,
production and distribution. A book as a complex systematic and multi-layered formation. Categories of
composition, structure, contents and functions determining the essence of the book. The statics and
dynamics of a book. The gnoseological book model. The concept of book publishing, production and
distribution. The systematic model of book studies. Fundamental disciplines. Applied disciplines.

Expressions of different aspects of the book phenomenon and dynamic change of forms. Book and
the concept of information (social, semantic, semiotic, material information). Book in the system of the
concepts of context, text and work. Book and methods of social communication. Publishing and the process
of mass communication. The concept of book publication. Book forms in the process of book production,
distribution and use. The principles of publication typologies, main types of publications. Book and
document. Book and media. The concept and definition of media. Media variety. Types of media and
typology.

Methodological knowledge of books. Levels of book knowledge: empirical, theoretical,
philosophical, phenomenological. Principles, methods and means of book knowledge.

Print book culture. The concept of processes of author’s creations, text publishing, production,
distribution and use. Book communication chain. Book structure and architectonics (internal and external
book elements) Book construction: layout, modular grid, composition. Design specificity of publication
types: functional and aesthetic criteria.

The culture of the digital book. Digital creations: creations of a new format, processes of their
preparation and use. The concept of online mentality. A change in the status of the author and “consumer”
of a creation. Communication chain of digital publishing. Quality criteria of new media. Hypertext.

Paradigms of book science. Knowledge on book systems in the works of the 19th c. scientists (M.
Denis, E. G. Peignot, T. Horno, J. Ch. Brunet, F. A. Ebert). The transformation of book studies into a
theoretical science. Book theories of P. Otlet (Belgium), L. Zivny (Czech Republic), N. M. Lisovsky, A. M.
Loviagin, M. N. Kufayev (Russia), J. Muczkowski, K. Piekarski (Poland), etc. Continental book studies.
French, Belgian, Polish, Russian, Swiss, German, lItalian, etc., schools of book study. English-American
book research. Historical, functional, sociological, semiotic, communication, information, cultural
paradigms of book studies. The begining of book studies in the 19th c. Lithuania. Historical and theoretical
works of J. Lelewel, A. W. Bohatkiewicz, J. Plater. Book research in late 19th c.— early 20th c. (S.
Baltramaitis, M. Stankevicius, E. Volteris). Formation of independent book studies in 1920s. The beginning
of teaching book science courses in Lithuanian universities. Research of V. BirziSka. Activities of the
Department of Bibliology. Inconsistencies in the development of book studies in the Soviet period.
Intensification of book studies in 1960s. The birth of Lithuanian book study school. Institutional condition
of contemporary book sciences, lines of research and place in the system of sciences.
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