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Course abstract

The aim of the subject is the exploration of the concepts, trends and issues of the theory of museology
thus developing the critical and analytical skills of doctoral students by assessing the contemporary
museology, discussing its theoretical issues and applying its theoretical background in empirical
research.

Content of the subject

The concepts of museology, museum management and museography, their semantic and subject matter
differences. Definition of the science of museology. The key concepts and the terminology of the science
of museology. Theories of museology: outline of its historical periods, features of its development and
relationship with other sciences. Theories of the science of museology: the social dimension and the
dimension of the humanities. Theories of museology in the context of communication and information
sciences. Museology as heritage communication. Theories of the traditional (classical) museology. The
theoretical concepts of the New Museology. Postmodern museologies; theoretical definitions of the
relationship of the studies of museology and culture. Perception of the relationship between museology
and heritage, documentalistics, and the sciences of communication: theoretical concepts of the objects of
research, methodology and the interlining of the methods. The theory of museology in the paradigm of
memorial institutions. The Postcolonial Museum. The impact of digital technologies on the theoretical
concepts of museology. The Digital Museum. Digital curatorship. Museology and the networking
society. Museums and communities. The theory of museology in the theoretical contexts of
participatoring. The Participative Museum.

Study methods

1. Individual consultations with the lecturers supervising the subject.

2. Individual research of academic literature and the preparation of an academic paper. The doctoral
student selects the topic of the academic paper and bases its topic on the questions outlined by the
Professor supervising the subject and the scientific advisor of the thesis.

Methods of assessment

1. Academic paper (from 30 000 to 40 000 symbols including spaces) covering the connection between
the topic and the thematic area of the student’s doctoral thesis focusing on the questions posed by the
Professor supervising the subject and the scientific advisor of the thesis.

2. Academic discussion on the basis of the academic paper of the student during the exam.
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